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Chairwoman Haaland, Ranking Member Young, and Members of the Subcommittee:

I greatly appreciate the opportunity to submit written testimony on behalf of The Garden Club of
America (GCA) regarding H.R. 1572, the Botanical Sciences and Native Plant Materials
Research, Restoration, and Promotion Act. The GCA is a national nonprofit organization with
201 clubs and nearly 18,000 club members around the country. Since our founding in 1913, we
have been dedicated to promoting the knowledge and love of gardening and restoring, improving
and protecting the environment.

In 1908, President Teddy Roosevelt convened a White House Conference explicitly to discuss
the preservation of natural resources. In his opening remarks, he noted that America had
“become great ... because of the lavish use of our resources.” But he called on Americans to
look to the future:

1t is safe to say that the prosperity of our people depends directly on the energy and intelligence
with which our natural resources are used. ... These questions do not relate only to the
next century or the next generation ... [I]f we do not exercise ... foresight, dark will be
the future.

More than 100 years later, this message is even more urgent. Our public lands are suffering from
a scourge of invasive plants, erosion, habitat loss, devastating fires and mudslides. And we know
that public land managers are unable to find the help they need to maintain and sustain these
extraordinary resources for the American people.

Since 1992, The Garden Club of America has engaged in a public-private partnership known as
Partners for Plants (P4P) with the National Park Service, the National Forest Service and other
land managers to help address critical land management challenges that threaten a healthy
environment. Since inception, P4P has included projects in multiple states and local, regional and
national public lands (see attached Appendix) that are focused on removing invasive plants,
restoring native plants and supporting botanical expertise. These efforts share a common goal --
to ensure the most cost-effective and scientifically grounded protection of America’s public
lands.

Based on hands-on experience, we see an urgent need to promote the use of native plants in
communities from coast to coast and to bolster the pipeline of plant scientists. Approaches, such
as those adopted in this legislation, are essential because:



Clear management challenges on public lands demand a thoughtful and concerted plan.
While there may be existing federal policies and practices that promote native plants and
inter-agency cooperation, witnesses universally agree that current land management efforts have
been inadequate.

And while private support and state and local efforts are desirable and worthy, The Garden Club
of America knows first-hand that the management challenges on public lands are simply too big
— and the needs too vast — to rely solely on piecemeal private and state and local efforts. This is a
bill that deals with federal lands over a vast number of states. A comprehensive approach is
needed to deal with a problem of this magnitude.

A critical shortfall of plant scientists is hindering appropriate stewardship of our public
lands. No less than a front-page story in the Wall Street Journal
https://www.wsj.com/articles/rhododendron-hydrangea-america-doesnt-know-anymore-1534259
849 outlines the urgent reasons for this bill. Colleges have abandoned the study of botany and
plant science with dire consequences. Botanical gardens and other organizations such as The
Garden Club of America have attempted to address this deficit through their own educational and
scholarship programs (see attached list of botany scholarships provided by the GCA); yet these
private efforts are not enough. The Bureau of Land Management, which employs on-average just
over | botanist per 4 million acres managed, and the US Geological Survey, have already
reported a deficiency in botanical capacity.

H.R. 1572 will help incentivize colleges and universities to graduate plant scientists who can fill
the vacancies for whom replacements are now far too few.

Adopting a preference for use of native plants on public lands is both cost-effective and
ecologically sound. HR 1572 does not tie the hands of land managers or mandate native plants
in all circumstances. A preference for native plants, when practicable, offers reasonable and
thoughtful flexibility. Diverse, resilient native habitats are essential to the restoration of lands
devastated by natural disasters. Once established, native plants result in a significant cost savings
in maintenance over time since they do not require fertilizer or pesticides. Additionally, they
promote the health of native bees and other pollinators that are so critical to agriculture and
related fields.

Use of native plants will support successful land restoration and stimulate a more robust
marketplace for native plant nurseries that will in turn result in new jobs and economic
development. It is noteworthy that 20 independent private nurseries have strongly endorsed the
bill and offered to supply native plant resources now often provided only by government-run
nurseries.

If we are to preserve our natural patrimony, action is needed now. We support legislation
that offers a modest and nonpartisan plan to sustain Americans’ public lands. As President
Teddy Roosevelt outlined a century ago, the preservation and enjoyment of America’s natural
resources require intelligence and energy. H.R. 1572 offers a thoughtful approach to land
management that will ensure that public lands can be enjoyed by future generations.


https://www.wsj.com/articles/rhododendron-hydrangea-america-doesnt-know-anymore-1534259849
https://www.wsj.com/articles/rhododendron-hydrangea-america-doesnt-know-anymore-1534259849

It is simply not possible to ignore threatened ecosystems and then hope to address the
problems cheaply and easily in future years. The track record of existing efforts underscores
that even the best intended plans and internal policies are not adequate to the task. Unless action
is taken now, the ongoing threats of erosion, invasive plants, and forest fires will only grow —
and so too the price tag for addressing them.

HR 1572 modestly authorizes place-based research and staffing to address the massive public
land management crisis acknowledged by every witness before the committee. Suggesting that
this bill creates a one-size-fits all new and duplicative federal bureaucracy ignores the content of
the bill.

American presidents and Members of Congress — from both sides of the party line -- have
committed for over 100 years to a major national investment in public lands. To fail to address
management challenges now threatens this long-term investment.

It is not serendipity that this bill has garnered the support of distinguished nonpartisan
horticultural and botanical institutions across the country. We are the voice for plants: We know
that plants and healthy ecosystems are not optional. We believe that America is distinctive
because of its distinctive natural assets.

For these reasons, The Garden Club of America finds common cause with those Members of
Congress and horticultural organizations who are calling for renewed attention to plant science
and native plants in a practical and nonideological way. We urge the Committee to support
H.R. 1572.

Appendix A
Garden Club of America --Partners for Plants (P4P) Programs --
185 Distinct Projects in 37 States

The Garden Club of America Partners for Plants Program was launched in 1992 to connect GCA garden
clubs and volunteers with land managers on federal, state and local public lands. This private-public
partnership supports native plant restoration, removal of invasive plants, and botanical expertise.

Arizona Sonoran Desert Habitat Restoration (Phoenix)
Arkansas The Covey
California Six Rivers National Forest

El Dorado National Forest

Lake Tahoe Basin

Golden Gate National Recreation Area
Inyo Mountains National Forest

Big Morongo Canyon Preserve

Bodie Hills National Forest

Fort Ord State Park

Kern Plateau - Inyo National Forest
Fish Slough near Bishop



Colorado

Connecticut

Florida

Hawaii

Illinois

Indiana

Slinkard Wildlife Area

Granite Hills, Eastern Sierra
Marina State Beach

Gaviota State Park

Landells-Hill Big Creek Reserve
Point Lobos State Park
Edgewood County Park

Griffith Park

East Bay Regional Park

Del Monte Forest

Millard Canyon

Old Hillary’s Open Space
Monterey Dunes

Coyote Point

North Dunes Habitat Restoration
Aristolochia Planting

Pike — Isabel National Forest

Mt. Goliath Natural Area

Rio Grande National Forest

Emerald Valley, Pike National Forest
North Cheyenne Canyon

Rocky Mountain National Park

Bear Creek Bioswales Restoration

Seth Low Pierrepont State Park Reserve

Keney Park, Hartford Department of Public Works

EPC Pollinator Meadow

Greenwich Native Plant Preservation

Sleeping Giant State Park

Quinnipiac Meadows Plant Removal with Pollinator Garden

Lake Wales Ridge

Lake Wales Ridge, Carter Creek Preserve
Everglades National Park

Pine Jog Environmental Education Center

Mt. Ka’ala Trail

Kawainui Marsh

Diamond Head State Park and National Monument
Native Tree Propagation (Honolulu)

Chicago Botanic Garden
Fort Sheridan Ravine and Coastal

Weed Wrangle—Graham Edward Martin Park



Towa

Kentucky

Louisiana

Maine

Maryland

Massachusetts

Minnesota

Mississippi

Missouri

Montana

Nebraska
New Hampshire

New Jersey

Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge
Linn County Native Habitat Restoration and Education

Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area
The Parklands of Floyds Fork
Louisville Olmstead Parks Conservancy

Black Bayou National Preserve

Mollicy Unit of the Upper Quachita Wildlife Refuge
Weed Wrangle — New Orleans

Beauty In the Byways

Acadia National Park

Adkins Arboretum
Lake Roland Bare Hills Serpentine Restoration
Rocky Swale Cylburn Arboretum

Noquochoke State Park

Cape Cod National Sea Shore

Blue Hills Gateway

Dane Park Project, The Wet Meadow
Blair Pond

Minnesota Valley Wildlife Refuge
Riverbend Natural Area
Wolsfeld Woods

Tombigbee National Forest

Longleaf Partnership

DeSoto National Forest, Chickasawhay Ranger District
Weed Wrangle — Jackson

Weed Wrangle — Cypress Preserve

Jerry Smith Native Prairie Park

Flathead National Forest

Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest

West Fork Buttes Botanical Special Interest Area

Jerry Smith Park and Saeger Woods Conservation Area
Glacier Creek Preserve Prairie Restoration

John Hay National Wildlife Refuge

Morristown National Historical Park



Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge
Washington Crossing Historical Park

South Mountain Reservation

Jocky Hollow State Park

Cora Hartshorn Arboretum and Bird Sanctuary
Sandy Hook Native Plant Preserve

Madison Recreation Complex Wildflower Meadow

New Mexico Pecos National Historical Park
Bandelier National Monument
Rio Grande National Forest

New York Palisades Interstate Parkway
Harriman State Park
Rush Oak Openings State Park
Bear Mountain State Park
Suffolk County Environmental Center at the Scully Estate
Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary
South Fork of Long Island Native Orchid Project

North Carolina Pisgah National Forest
Caraway Nature Preserve - Plant Conservation

Ohio Cuyahoga National Park
Five Rivers Metro Parks
Sawyers Quarry Nature Preserve Expansion
Little Duck Creek Restoration
Native Plants Along The Towpath
Restoration of Johnson Woods Bird Sanctuary
Cleveland Lakefront Nature Preserve

Oregon Gifford Pinchot National Forest
Lower Table Rock Nature Preserve
Government Island State Recreation Area
Latourell Falls State Park
John B. Yeon State Park
Hoyt Arboretum
Luscher Farm Oak Habitat Restoration

Pennsylvania Valley Forge National Historical Park
Sewickley Heights Borough Park
Wissahickon Valley Park
Hopewell Furnace National Historic Site
Audubon Greenway Conservation Area

Rhode Island Sachuest Point National Wildlife Refuge
Roger Williams Park Botanical Center



Tennessee

Texas

Vermont

Virginia

Washington

Washington D.C.

West Virginia

Wisconsin

Great Smokey Mountains National Park

Germantown Road Right of Way

Percy Warner Park

Riverwoods State National Area

Legacy Parks

Weed Wrangles — Nashville, Warner Parks

Weed Wrangle — Chattanooga, Mountain Battlefield Point
Weed Wrangle —Knoxville, Legacy Parks Foundation
Weed Wrangle — Memphis, Shelby Farms Conservancy
Weed Wrangle — Lookout Mountain

Preservation of Wildflower Woodlands

Wolf River Greenway

Big Thicket National Preserve

Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge

Houston’s Memorial Park Arboretum

High Island, Boy Scout Woods

Ijams Nature Center and Legacy Parks Foundation
McFaddin National Wildlife Refuge

Ouachita National Wildlife Preserve

Hines Park, Elm Fork Trailhead

Hogg Bird Sanctuary Restoration, Memorial Park
Weed Wrangle - Hines — Elm Fork Trailhead

Green Mountain National Forest

George Washington National Forest
Shenandoah National Forest

Booker T. Washington Bog Garden

Mill Mountain Wildflower Garden

James River Parks System — Habitat Restoration

Gifford Pinchot National Forest
Methow Valley Ranger District
Vantage State Park

Northwest Native Plant Garden
Camas Meadows Natural Area Prserve
Montcut lake

Dumbarton Oaks Park
Springhouse Run National Arboretum

Monongahela National Forest

Horicon Marsh Wildlife Refuge
Uihlein Waterfowl Management Area



Garden Club of America Scholarships
in support of Botany and Related Fields

Since 1976, the GCA has provided in excess of $6 million to students at the undergraduate and graduate
level furthering botanical and related research.

The GCA supports the following 28 merit-based scholarships. Recipients have gone on to become
distinguished experts in their fields, leading American public gardens and other organizations.
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The Anne S. Chatham Fellowship in Medicinal Botany

The Garden Club of America Summer Scholarship in Field Botany

The Joan K. Hunt and Rachel M. Hunt Summer Scholarship in Field Botany

The Garden Club of America Award in Tropical Botany

The Loy McCandless Marks Scholarship in Tropical Horticulture

The Garden Club of America Award in Coastal Wetland Studies

The Garden Club of America Fellowship in Ecological Restoration

The Sara Shallenberger Brown Garden Club of America National Parks Conservation Scholarship
The Zeller Summer Scholarship in Medicinal Botany

. The Garden Club of America Award in Desert Studies
. The Garden Club of America Scholarship in Garden History and Design at the Archives of American

Gardens

. The Douglas Dockery Thomas Fellowship in Garden History and Design

. The Catherine H. Beattie Fellowship in Conservation Horticulture

. The Katharine M. Grosscup Scholarship in Horticulture

. The Corliss Knapp Engle Scholarship in Horticulture

. The Garden Club of America Hope Goddard Iselin Fellowship in Public Horticulture

. The Garden Club of America Montine M. Freeman Scholarship in Native Plant Studies
. The Royal Horticultural Society Interchange Fellow

. The Garden Club of America Interchange Fellows

. The Rome Prize Fellowship in Landscape Architecture

. The Frances M. Peacock Scholarship for Native Bird Habitat

. The Garden Club of America Board of Associates Centennial Pollinator Fellowship

. The Clara Carter Higgins Environmental Studies Scholarship

. The Garden Club of America Awards for Summer Environmental Studies

. The Mary T. Carothers Summer Environmental Studies Scholarship

. The Elizabeth Gardner Norweb Environmental Studies Scholarship

. The Garden Club of America Zone VI Fellowship in Urban Forestry

28.

The Caroline Thorn Kissel Summer Environmental Studies Scholarship

Annual Scholarship awards currently exceed $300,000 and in 2019, $377,500 was awarded to 73
scholars. GCA Clubs also award individual scholarships supporting botanical research.



