
THE GARDEN CLUB OF AMERICA 
14 E. 60th Street  

New York, NY 10022 
 

 
June 21, 2018 
 
Frederick Bland, Vice Chair 
New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission 
One Centre Street, 9th Floor 
New York, NY 10007 
 
Re: 1 East 70th Street and 10 East 71st Street; The Frick Collection 
 
Dear Mr. Bland: 
 
The Garden Club of America (GCA) respectfully requests that the Commission reject the Frick’s  
revised development plans until Frick leaders and architects have carefully weighed and properly 
addressed significant issues concerning proposed changes to the Russell Page Viewing Garden.  
 
In 2015, the Commission rejected the Frick’s expansion plans, urging Frick leaders and 
architects to go back to the drawing board. The GCA was one of many parties that applauded the 
Frick’s pledge to preserve the Russell Page Viewing Garden in any future plans.   
 
In fact, the latest plans DO NOT PRESERVE the garden, as promised.  Indeed, the plans 
fundamentally change key aspects, obliterate signature elements, and undermine the integrity of 
Page’s unique garden design.  
 
We understand that the Frick is ready “to get on with it.”  And we understand the challenges of 
the space.  However, the Frick’s latest proposal destroys the garden, as Page conceived it.   
 
Legitimate and weighty objections have been raised by Frick family members and others that 
merit further careful deliberation before a decision is made.  
 
Sincerely,   
 
Anne Neal Petri  
 
Anne Neal Petri 
President      
 
Founded in 1913, The Garden Club of America is a national nonprofit organization comprised 
of 200 member clubs with nearly 18,000 club members around the country.   The GCA has long 
been an advocate for the preservation of historically and culturally significant landscapes. 
www.gcamerica.org.  


