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THE GARDEN CLUB OF AMERICA
ANNOUNCES 2021 FOUNDERS FUND GRANTS
GARDEN CLUB OF HOUSTON, TEXAS RECEIVES A $10,000 GRANT
to support Houston Hospice: Family Terrace and Commemorative Garden

The Garden Club of Houston, Texas has been named a 2021 recipient of The Garden Club of
America’s Founders Fund grant. The $10,000 grant was announced last week at the virtual annual
meeting of The Garden Club of America (GCA). The funds will be used to restore and ensure the
sustainability of Houston Hospice: Family Terrace and Commemorative Garden.

The Garden Club of Houston’s proposed Family Terrace and Commemorative Garden addresses
the need for serene outdoor space where families can be together with their loved one and to
provide access to healing greenspace. The centerpiece of the plan is a terrace that gives patients
and families full access to the garden and a commemorative garden where families can come to
memorialize loved ones in a beautiful space under a majestic live oak.

In developing the master plan, landscape architects from McDugald-Steele worked closely with
The Garden Club of Houston and Houston Hospice senior staff to ensure that the emotional needs
of patients and visitors, the balance of privacy and support, and sustainable seasonal interest were
considered. The result is a comprehensive and thoughtful plan for a Family Terrace adjacent to the
Margaret Cullen Marshall Care Center where a patient in a bed or wheelchair can comfortably and
safely spend time outside and a commemorative garden that will provide a place to remember
loved ones. The Founders Fund Award will support this historic healing space, providing
transformative plantings to turn the terrace into a comforting refuge overlooking the parterre and
fountain.
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Additional Grants



The Garden Club of America has awarded two additional grants. The Garden Club of the Halifax
Country Ormond Beach, Florida, was awarded $10,000 and will use the funds to partner with the
City of Ormond Beach to transform Vadner Park into Going Native: A Public-Private
Partnership Transforms Forgotten Land into an Oasis of Native Plantings with exciting
opportunities for education, preservation, and conservation.

Seattle Garden Club, Seattle, Washington, was awarded a $30,000 grant and will use the funds to
support their community project Rhododendron Glen: Healing a Historic Stream, Engaging All
Ages in Urban Water Ecology at the Washington Park Arboretum.

The Founders Fund was established in 1934 to provide grants to support projects proposed by
GCA member clubs in partnerships with community organizations. The award was endowed in
memory of the GCA’s first president, Elizabeth Price Martin (Mrs. J. Willis) of Philadelphia, who
served from 1913-20. Generous gifts from clubs and individuals since have augmented the fund.

The first award of $700 was presented in 1936 for English-language publication of the oldest
known American herbal, the 1552 Badianus Manuscript, by Johns Hopkins Press; a book about
plants especially with reference to their medicinal properties. Since then, 93 Founders Fund
winners and runners-up have received more than $1.5 million to save thousands of acres of land
and innumerable trees, restore historic landmarks, establish civic plantings, and conduct research
and educational projects across the country.

Founded in 1913, the GCA is a nonprofit national organization recognized for its leadership in
horticulture, conservation, creative arts, historic preservation, and environmental protection. Its
mission is to bring its 199 member clubs together to cultivate the bond among people, plants, and
the environment. The GCA member clubs consist of almost 18,000 club members who devote
energy and expertise to projects in their communities and across the United States.

http://www.gcamerica.org

To learn more about the grant recipients CLICK BELOW.

Winner — Rhododendron Glen: Healing a Historic Stream, Engaging All Ages in Urban Water
Ecology

Runner-up — Going Native: A Public-Private Partnership Transforms Forgotten Land into an
Oasis of Native Plantings

Runner-up — Houston Hospice: Family Terrace and Commemorative Garden
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