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THE GARDEN CLUB OF AMERICA
ANNOUNCES 2021 FOUNDERS FUND GRANTS

GARDEN CLUB OF THE HALIFAX COUNTRY, ORMOND BEACH, FLORIDA RECEIVES
A $10,000 GRANT

to support Going Native: A Public-Private Partnership Transforms Forgotten Land
into an Oasis of Native Plantings

The Garden Club of Halifax Country, Ormond Beach, Florida has been named a 2021 recipient of
The Garden Club of America’s Founders Fund grant. The $10,000 grant was announced last week
at the virtual annual meeting of The Garden Club of America (GCA). The funds will be used to
transform Vadner Park into a GOING NATIVE Civic Project with exciting opportunities for
education, preservation, and conservation.

The Garden Club of Halifax Country in partnership with the City of Ormond Beach redesigned
Vadner Park to include a wildflower garden, a small amphitheater, and rooms and vistas similar to
the vision of Frank Cabot, a two-time GCA medalist and founder of the Garden Conservancy. The
success of Vadner Park will influence private and public landowners to emulate Florida-friendly
landscapes, thus developing a strong understanding of the vital link between native plants to birds,
insects, pollinators, water conservation, preservation, and even the ability to withstand hurricanes.

The project strengthens the neighborhood identity, aesthetics, and outdoor experiences through a
unified design theme and nature-oriented philosophy with the identification of tree species.  It
maintains and enhances the quality of air, water, and land through the mature tree canopy and it
provides a local native habitat.  Vadner Park is one of only a few exclusively native parks in the
State of Florida.

Since May 2019 the vision has been received enthusiastically from The Garden Club of Halifax
Country, the Ormond Beach City Commissioners, and has captivated the community. To date,
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invasive and non-natives have been removed, new plants planted, and an educational display
featuring native wildflower photos and information has been erected. Completion of the park is
scheduled for May 2021. The Garden Club of Halifax Country will work with the city director to
create future educational, conservation, and horticulture projects with field trips, scavenger hunts,
and coloring books specially designed for children.

Before the transformation. Photo by Kay Wood
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Additional Grants
The Garden Club of Houston, Houston, Texas, will use the funds to restore and ensure the
sustainability of Houston Hospice: Family Terrace and Commemorative Garden. The
centerpiece of the plan is a terrace that gives patients and families full access to the garden and a
commemorative garden where families can come to memorialize loved ones in a beautiful space
under a majestic live oak.

Seattle Garden Club, Seattle, Washington, was awarded a $30,000 grant and will use the funds to
support their community project Rhododendron Glen: Healing a Historic Stream, Engaging All
Ages in Urban Water Ecology at the Washington Park Arboretum.

The Founders Fund was established in 1934 to provide grants to support projects proposed by
GCA-member clubs in partnerships with community organizations. The award was endowed in
memory of the GCA’s first president, Elizabeth Price Martin (Mrs. J. Willis) of Philadelphia, who
served from 1913-20. Generous gifts from clubs and individuals since have augmented the fund.

 
The first award of $700 was presented in 1936 for English-language publication of the oldest
known American herbal, the 1552 Badianus Manuscript, by Johns Hopkins Press; a book about
plants especially with reference to their medicinal properties. Since then, 90 Founders Fund
winners and runners-up have received more than $1.5 million to save thousands of acres of land
and innumerable trees, restore historic landmarks, establish civic plantings, and conduct research
and educational projects across the country. 
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Founded in 1913, the GCA is a nonprofit national organization recognized for its leadership in
horticulture, conservation, creative arts, historic preservation, and environmental protection. Its
mission is to bring its 199 member clubs together to cultivate the bond among people, plants, and
the environment. The GCA member clubs consist of almost 18,000 club members who devote
energy and expertise to projects in their communities and across the United States.
http://www.gcamerica.org

To learn more about the grant recipients CLICK BELOW. 
Winner – Rhododendron Glen: Healing a Historic Stream, Engaging All Ages in Urban Water
Ecology
Runner-up – Going Native: A Public-Private Partnership Transforms Forgotten Land into an
Oasis of Native Plantings
Runner-up – Houston Hospice: Family Terrace and Commemorative Garden

Click here to read and download the press release as a Word document.
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